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of collective wealth went with destitution and unemployment,
and the indifference or helplessness of political leaders before
the problem. "The Chamber of Deputies," said Blanqui, at
a political trial in 1831, " is a pitiless machine that crushes
twenty-five million peasants and five million workers, in order
to extract out of them a substance that is transfused into the
veins of the privileged classes. Taxes are the robbery by the
idle of the workers." And Desjardins added, on a similar
occasion, that " there was no justice available in France for
the poor man."
The Revolution, in a word, had been inadequate. It had
given political and civil freedom of a sort, but not really to all.
And while a few optimists pinned their faith mainly to universal
suffrage, and other political changes, many went further and
saw with Louis Blanc that, " where there was no equality in
the means of self-development, freedom could not be sufficient
for progress and justice," and would have echoed Pierre
Leroux's emphatic declaration that " a worker forced to choose
between starvation or working for fourteen hours a day could
not be said to be free in the consent he gave to the latter."
The problem for those pioneers was therefore to study in a
nascent, incoherent industrialism the main features of pro-
duction and distribution, with very little clear idea as to how
the evils could be remedied. That was to come later. It would
probably be accurate to describe them as puzzled at the break-
down, before the industrial problem, of the revolutionary
philosophy that was to have brought universal happiness in
its train; and still thinking that the breakdown must be due
not to any inherent weakness of the philosophy, or to its in-
applicability to social and economic problems, but to some
mysterious impersonal " forces."
*******            *
It must however be borne in mind that industrialism did not
create Socialist thought in France: the tradition of Babouvism
had never completely died out. The analysis of the doctrines
of Babeuf, u tribune of the people, put to death by the
Directoire for having told the truth," has been described as
" standing in the same relation to French Socialism as the